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Note from the outgoing President:

Hi! My name is Stephanie and I’m the president
and founder of the Toronto Outdoor Club. I spent
some time in Calgary a few years ago and while |
was happy to return to the place where I was born
and raised, I was also sad to leave behind my friends
and all the great times that I had through the Calgary
Outdoor Club. I knew the concept would work in
Toronto, and that we needed something like it in
Toronto, so with help from Rhonda Scheurer, the
founder of the COC, I officially unveiled the TOC
on June 1st, 2005.

The first few months were hard. Torontonians just
didn’t trust the concept of a fully online interactive
outdoor club. Get in a car with strangers? Trust
these people to keep my personal info away from
spammers and ‘net researchers? It’s NOT a meat
market? But us early volunteers must have put
many cynical urbanites at ease, because slowly we
started to gain members who kept coming back for
hikes, for bike rides, skating and winter sports, for
movies and outings. Some of these members were
so enthusiastic (or naive?!?) I easily convinced them
to be volunteers. Or, voluntold, as they refer to it.

Along the way, we created a team of volunteers that
understood and adopted my vision and philosophy
for the club, and carried that forward to their own
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own events, attracting new members and adding more
events and ideas to the club. Many of our newest mem-
bers have been to 5 or 10 or more events and have yet
to meet the “president”. I sometimes go out to events
just as a participant and have members encourage me to
attend more events — because it’s a great club to belong
to! I love getting this kind of feedback, it means that
the club attracts great people, not the work of any one
person.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Note from the outgoing president - continued from page 1)

Recently, I have not been ‘in the loop’, but I’ve been
busy behind the scenes. During this year I have been
lucky to have the love and support of many friends,
most of whom I met through the Toronto Outdoor Club.
Half of the wedding party were friends of ours that we
met through the TOC!! None of us would have met had
it not been for the TOC, all came to the TOC for differ-
ent reasons and needs, from different backgrounds and
lifestyles. And our circle keeps on growing as the TOC
keeps bringing in the most wonderful people. It’s been a
fantastic year.

However, it’s time to pass on the reins to someone else.
Some members have expressed concern that if I'm no
longer the one ‘in charge’ the club will change and lose
that special thing which makes it so unique. And maybe
some of you are thinking ‘well, it’s about time!.” But,
I’ve been working hard with a group of committed and
enthusiastic individuals to make sure that the transition
is as seamless as possible. And even more so, we’ll be
bringing on new ideas and trying out new concepts that
will make the club bigger and better without ever losing
focus on the unique TOC philosophy that makes the
club special to our members.

Some of you may have noticed that we have had open
nominations for all of our officer positions in the TOC
forum. We didn’t have a huge response, but we did have
one nomination for president — Jenn Pammett. Jenn’s
first hike was Rouge Valley, on Good Friday in 2006
and since that time she’s been working tirelessly for

the club’s benefit. She even drove out to Calgary this
summer to spend two weeks with the COC. Her organi-
zational skills and enthusiasm and club spirit show up
in all her interactions. I think she’ll be a wonderful new
president of the TOC.

Jenn asked for a large support team, and we are lucky
enough to have had several nominations for vice-presi-
dent. We have no requirements to limit to the number
of VPs, so we decided to bring them all on board, all of
whom are equally as enthusiastic and concerned about
bringing my full vision to a reality.

Finally, Erik and I are not going anywhere. Although
the club will see even less of me over the coming year,
1 still be available and accessible as a VP in charge of
long term planning and strategy.

(Continued on next page)



(Note from the outgoing president - continued from page 2) team and volunteer structure.

I’m keeping my finger in the pie, although it won’t be as
visible as I have been to those of you that have known
me over the years, but I will still be around to participate
in club events.

Members also had the chance to meet the new leadership
team, finally meet the (outgoing) president.

Please turn to page five for the complete leadership team

The recent Annual General Meeting was a chance for for the upcoming year.

you to hear some of the great initiatives we have under-

. . . tinued 5
way as well as the introduction of our new ‘executive’ (Continued on page 3)
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Habitat for Humanity: Elliott House Restoration Toronto FC vs. New York Red Bulls



PHOTOS FROM RECENT TOC EVENTS
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Support our sponsors and partners:

S Peaks Trail Running Series
www.5peaks.com

Alpine Rafting Company
http://alpinerafting.com

Andwa Consulting
www.andwa.com

Canoe Algonquin
www.canoealgonquin.com

Lyon & Butler Insurance Brokers Ltd.
www.lyonbutler.com

Sheer Elegance Event Planning
www.sheereleganceevents.com

(Note from the outgoing president - continued from page 3)

Here is our official leadership team (aka “the Executive”)
for the upcoming year:

President:
Jennifer Pammett

Vice Presidents:
Alison Munro
Jim Olchowy
Jason Mazariegos
Jennifer Mullen
Erik Sonstenes

TOC Clubhouse: Chalkers Pub

The TOC'’s post-event gathering spot is Chalkers
Pub (www.chalkerspub.com), located at 247 Mar-
lee Avenue (a 2-minute walk from Glencairn sub-
way station).

It's a great place to share stories and meet new
members coming back from other events. Chalkers
has pool tables, a patio dining area, and a great
deal: if a volunteer is with your group, the entire
group gets 15% off food orders, as well as free
pool.




